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The Prologue – A Tale of Two Farms 
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Chapter 1 – Under Montana’s Big Sky 
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Chapter 2 – Twilight at Easter 
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Part Four: Practical Lessons 
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Chapter 14 – Why Do Some Societies Make Disastrous Decisions? 
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Question 1: Why did the machine stop? 
Answer: Because the fuse blew due to overload. 

Question 2: Why was there an overload? 
Answer: Because of inadequate lubrication. 

Question 3: Why was it inadequate? 
Answer: Because the lubrication pump was not functioning right. 

Question 4: Why wasn’t the pump working right? 
Answer: Because the pump axle was worn out. 

Question 5: Why was it worn out? 
Answer: Because sludge got in. 
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Question 1: Why do some societies make disastrous decisions? 
Answer: Because of failure of group decision making. 

Question 2: Why does the group decision making process fail? 
Answer: Because of a conflict of interest. 

Question 3: Why does conflict of interest occur? 
Answer: Because some people reason that they have more to gain 
     by decisions that help themselves but harm others. 

Question 4: Why do they reason that way? 
Answer: Because they are trapped in a competitive spiral. 

Question 5: Why does the competitive spiral occur? 
Answer: Because leaders compete for power by seeing who can build 
     the biggest statues. 
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Question 6: Why does that have relevance to today’s sustainability problem? 
Answer: Because a politician is the same as a clan chief. 

Question 7: What are today’s politicians competing for? 
Answer: Who can provide the people with the biggest false promise, 
     the biggest amount of favoritism, or the biggest false enemy, etc. 

Question 8: Why does that work better than telling them the truth? 
Answer: Because the size of a lie can be inflated. The size of a truth cannot. 

Question 9: Why do lies work? 
Answer: Because not all lies are detected. The mind cannot tell the difference 
     between an undetected lie and the truth.  

Question 10: Why are most political lies not detected? 
Answer: Because the average person has a low ability to detect political 
deception, which has become quite sophisticated. The ability to detect political 
deception is somewhere around 20%.  

Question 11: Why then do undetected lies gain a (corrupt) politician more  
     supporters than a (virtuous) politician who tells the truth? 
Answer: Because the corrupt politician has successfully inflated the amount 
     of what their supporters expect them to deliver, while the virtuous politician 
     has not.  

Question 12: Why can’t this go on forever? 
Answer: Because eventually the supporters of a corrupt politician will notice 
     that the politician is not delivering what they promised, and/or because the 
     side effects of favoritism began to cause widespread harm. This eventuality 
     is so reliable that the Race to the Bottom is cyclic. 
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Chapter 15 – Big Business and the Environment 
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Chapter 16 – The World as a Polder: What Does It Al l Mean to Us Today? 
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